
WHAT IS CYBER HATE



LEGAL DISCLAIMER

THIS PUBLICATION HAS BEEN PRODUCED WITH THE FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE RIGHTS, 

EQUALITY AND CITIZENSHIP (REC) PROGRAMME OF THE EUROPEAN UNION. THE 

CONTENTS OF THIS PUBLICATION ARE THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

NETWORK AGAINST CYBER HATE AND CAN IN NO WAY BE TAKEN TO REFLECT THE VIEWS 

OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION.



TODAY SOME FEEL THAT THEIR SCREENS SHIELD THEM FROM THE 

RESPONSIBILITY NOT TO DISCRIMINATE ONLINE AND THE BANALIZATION 

OF CYBER HATE IS SPREADING AT AN ALARMING RATE.

THIS IN TURN HAS DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES ON THE OFFLINE 

WORLD.

BUT WHAT IS CYBER HATE EXACTLY? 

HERE ARE SOME DEFINITIONS WE USE;



HATE SPEECH

• HATE SPEECH IS INTENTIONAL OR UNINTENTIONAL PUBLIC DISCRIMINATORY AND/OR

DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS; INTENTIONAL INCITEMENT TO HATRED AND/OR VIOLENCE

AND/OR SEGREGATION BASED ON A PERSON’S OR A GROUP’S REAL OR PERCEIVED

RACE, ETHNICITY, LANGUAGE, NATIONALITY, SKIN COLOUR, RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OR

LACK THEREOF, GENDER, GENDER IDENTITY, SEX, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, POLITICAL

BELIEFS, SOCIAL STATUS, PROPERTY, BIRTH, AGE, MENTAL HEALTH, DISABILITY,

DISEASE.



RACISM

• RACISM IS A HIGHLY ORGANIZED SYSTEM OF 'RACE’* BASED GROUP PRIVILEGE THAT

OPERATES AT EVERY LEVEL OF SOCIETY AND IS HELD TOGETHER BY A SOPHISTICATED

IDEOLOGY OF COLOR/'RACE' SUPREMACY. FURTHERMORE, RACISM IS ANY ACTION,

PRACTICE, OR BELIEF THAT REFLECTS THE RACIAL WORLDVIEW—THE IDEOLOGY THAT

HUMANS ARE DIVIDED INTO SEPARATE AND EXCLUSIVE BIOLOGICAL ENTITIES CALLED

"RACES," THAT THERE IS A CAUSAL LINK BETWEEN INHERITED PHYSICAL TRAITS AND

TRAITS OF PERSONALITY, INTELLECT, MORALITY, AND OTHER CULTURAL BEHAVIORAL

FEATURES, AND THAT SOME RACES ARE INNATELY SUPERIOR TO OTHERS.

*INACH REJECTS THEORIES WHICH ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE THE EXISTENCE OF SEPARATE HUMAN RACES. THE USE OF THE TERM 'RACE’ IN THIS DEFINITION 
DOES NOT IMPLY AN ACCEPTANCE OF SUCH THEORIES.



XENOPHOBIA

• XENOPHOBIA CAN BE DEFINED AS “AN ATTITUDINAL ORIENTATION OF HOSTILITY AGAINST

NONNATIVES IN A GIVEN POPULATION”. XENOPHOBIA IS LIKE RACISM, BUT INSTEAD OF

FEARING OR DISTRUSTING PEOPLE BECAUSE OF THE COLOUR OF THEIR SKIN OR SUPPOSED

RACE, YOU FEAR OR DISTRUST THEM BECAUSE OF THEIR NATIONALITY, OR BECAUSE THEY

ARE — OR SEEM — FOREIGN TO YOU. XENOPHOBIA COULD BE GENERALIZED TO A WIDE

RANGE OF SOCIAL SITUATIONS, BUT PRIMARILY IT OPERATES AS AN IDEOLOGICAL BASIS

FOR NATIONALISM (WHEN SUCH DISCOURSES DEVALUE AND STIGMATIZE THE CULTURES OF

OTHER NATIONS) AND FOR RELATED ANTIIMMIGRANT DISCOURSES.



ANTISEMITISM

• ANTISEMITISM IS A CERTAIN PERCEPTION OF JEWS, WHICH MAY BE EXPRESSED AS HATRED
TOWARD JEWS. RHETORICAL AND PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS OF ANTISEMITISM ARE
DIRECTED TOWARD JEWISH OR NON-JEWISH INDIVIDUALS AND/OR THEIR PROPERTY,
TOWARD JEWISH COMMUNITY INSTITUTIONS AND RELIGIOUS FACILITIES. IN ADDITION, SUCH
MANIFESTATIONS COULD ALSO TARGET THE STATE OF ISRAEL, CONCEIVED AS A JEWISH
COLLECTIVITY. ANTISEMITISM FREQUENTLY CHARGES JEWS WITH CONSPIRING TO HARM
HUMANITY, AND IT IS OFTEN USED TO BLAME JEWS FOR “WHY THINGS GO WRONG.” IT IS
EXPRESSED IN SPEECH, WRITING, VISUAL FORMS AND ACTION, AND EMPLOYS SINISTER
STEREOTYPES AND NEGATIVE CHARACTER TRAITS.

INACH SUPPORTS IHRA’S DEFINITION*

*HTTPS://WWW.HOLOCAUSTREMEMBRANCE.COM/SITES/DEFAULT/FILES/PRESS_RELEASE_DOCUMENT_ANTISEMITISM.PDF



ANTI-MUSLIM HATE

• ANTI-MUSLIM HATE (OR ISLAMOPHOBIA) IS A FORM OF INTOLERANCE MOTIVATED BY

UNFOUNDED FEAR, MISTRUST, AND HATRED OF MUSLIMS. ANTI-MUSLIM HATE IS ALSO

MANIFESTED THROUGH HATRED, DISCRIMINATION, UNEQUAL TREATMENT, PREJUDICE,

STEREOTYPING, HOSTILITY, AND ADVERSE PUBLIC DISCOURSE AGAINST MUSLIM

COMMUNITIES AND PEOPLE. THIS PHENOMENON IS MAINLY BASED ON THE

STIGMATIZATION OF MUSLIMS, AND AS SUCH, ISLAMOPHOBIA IS AN AFFRONT TO THE

HUMAN RIGHTS AND DIGNITY OF ALL MUSLIMS.



ANTI-ROMA HATE

• ANTI-ROMA HATE IS A FORM OF INTOLERANCE MOTIVATED BY UNFOUNDED FEAR,

MISTRUST, AND HATRED OF TRAVELLERS AND THE ROMA AND SINTI PEOPLES. IT IS A

COMPLEX SOCIAL PHENOMENON WHICH MANIFESTS ITSELF THROUGH VIOLENCE, HATE

SPEECH, OPPRESSION AND DISCRIMINATION IN ITS MOST VISIBLE FORM. DISCOURSES

AND REPRESENTATIONS FROM THE POLITICAL SPHERE, ACADEMIA AND CIVIL SOCIETY,

SEGREGATION, DEHUMANIZATION, STIGMATISATION AS WELL AS SOCIAL AGGRESSION

AND SOCIOECONOMIC EXCLUSION ARE OTHER WAYS THROUGH WHICH ANTI-ROMA HATE

IS SPREAD. ANTI-ROMA HATE IS USED TO JUSTIFY AND PERPETRATE THE EXCLUSION

AND SUPPOSED INFERIORITY OF THE ROMA, TRAVELLERS AND SINTI COMMUNITIES.



HOMOPHOBIA

• HOMOPHOBIA ENCOMPASSES A RANGE OF NEGATIVE ATTITUDES AND FEELINGS

TOWARD HOMOSEXUALITY OR PEOPLE WHO ARE IDENTIFIED OR PERCEIVED AS BEING

LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDER, INTERSEX AND GENDERQUEER. IT HAS BEEN

DEFINED AS CONTEMPT, PREJUDICE, AVERSION, HATRED OR ANTIPATHY, MAY BE BASED

ON IRRATIONAL FEAR.



MISOGYNY

• MISOGYNY IS HATRED OF WOMEN, BELIEF IN WOMEN'S INFERIORITY AND THE ADVOCACY 

OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN.



IF YOU EVER NOTICE ANY OF THIS ONLINE, DON’T FORGET TO REPORT IT.

HATE IS NEVER THE ANSWER. 

LET’S BRING THE ONLINE IN LINE WITH HUMAN RIGHTS TOGETHER! 



SUPPORTED BY THE RIGHTS, EQUALITY AND 
CITIZENSHIP (REC) PROGRAMME OF THE 
EUROPEAN UNION


